The Little Flower
Therese Martin and was the youngest of five girls.  She was an energetic but stubborn child.  When she was only four years old, Therese’s mother died.  It was a very sad time for Therese, but she found comfort in her father, sisters and Jesus.  When Therese’s big sister Pauline decided to join the Carmelites, an order of nuns, Therese decided she wanted to join too.  However, since Therese was only nine years old, the Sister in charge told her to wait until she was older.  
After Pauline went off to the convent, (a place where nuns live) Therese got very sick.  During her illness, she became even closer to God.  She decided that she was called to save souls.  At first, Therese thought that she could be a missionary (someone who travels to far off places to spread the Word of God) but Therese realized that because of her sickness she would have to save souls in a different way – through prayer and sacrifice.  Therese made little sacrifices to God each day.  She prayed hard for people to turn away from sin and follow Jesus.  
When she was fifteen she finally got permission to enter the Carmelite Order.  Therese was happy to follow in the footsteps of her older sisters and to fulfill her vocation to religious life.  She lived with the Carmelite Sisters in France for the rest of her life.  She continued to make sacrifices everyday and pray for those who needed it.  Before she died, she wrote a book called the Story of a Soul.  Even though St. Therese didn’t travel to far off places, or do any heroic deeds she became one of the greatest saints in the whole Catholic Church!  She is a great example for us because she did little things everyday to get closer to God.  
Think about St. Therese the Little Flower.  What little acts of kindness and sacrifices can you make to become closer to God?  How can you follow her example?

