Saint John Paul II
There once lived a boy named Karol Wojtyla (voy-ti-wah) but his friends called him Lolek.  He grew up in Poland, which is a country in Europe.  His father was in the army and his mother was a teacher.  He also had an older brother. 

During the time that Lolek was a boy, there were some very bad people that led some very powerful countries.  Some of them were hurting Jewish people.  It was a scary time to be Jewish.  In fact, it was so scary, that people didn’t like to be friends with Jewish people because they were frightened that the bad leaders would hurt them too.  Lolek was not Jewish but one of his best friends, Jerzy, was.  Even though it was dangerous, he refused to stay away from his friend.  Lolek knew that hurting people because of their religion was wrong and kept playing with his friend Jerzy when others abandoned him.  

Lolek and Jerzy played soccer but the future Pope loved all sorts of sports.  One of his favorites was skiing.  He lived near the mountains, so when the snow fell, to the slopes he would go! He was a determined player and great He also worked hard in school and learned to speak eight languages by the time he was an adult.  

Lolek knew that the most important thing in life was God.  He went to church with his family. Sometimes life wasn’t so easy for the future saint.  When Lolek was just eight, his Mom died.  After that, he grew very close to Jesus’ mother Mary.  He prayed to her in times of need and in turn she comforted him.  

Lolek had many interests and for a little while he thought of becoming an actor.  All that changed when his country went to war.  He decided that he needed to be priest.  At that time, it was illegal to go to the seminary, but that didn’t stop him. He didn’t let anything get in the way of God’s call. He studied to be a priest in secret.    Unfortunately, someone found out and he was forced to go to a labor camp and do hard work, like splitting rocks in a stone quarry.  He kept faith in God through it all and eventually he became a priest!  He didn’t stop there. He went on to earn two masters and a doctorate decree.  He became the Archbishop of Krakow (a city in Poland) and later was elected Pope!  That’s when Lolek chose the name Pope John Paul II.  He went on to be an amazing Pope who traveled the world fighting for freedom and peace. He treated people with respect everywhere he went.  
Pope John Paul II did so much good in the world that he was canonized a saint in April 2014.  He used the gifts God gave him to spread the word of God, stand up for what is right and empower others to do the same.  He is a great example to boys and girls today.  Lolek was energetic, brave, kind and optimistic.  He had faith in God through good times and bad.  That is why he is one of the most popular saints of the 21st century.  
